Minutes of Meeting 10/21/10
Mt Wilson Fire Safe Council

Mike McIntyre introduced the meeting at 10.00am

1A new agenda items in addition to circulated agenda

· Mt Lowe/Mueller Tunnel  status
· Payphone at Mt Wilson – Mt. Wilson Institute is looking for assistance in paying the monthly fee for the pay phone at Mt. Wilson.
· Red Box Road rock run by LACo Dept of Public Works
· Highway 2 status – Still on track for December 1 for opening barring setbacks due to weather.
· Big Tujunga, Upper Big Tujunga, Angeles Crest Highway  mtce and planning ACH reopening

A. Post Station Fire – last year

What did not work






What  worked
Extended closures of County Roads 




regular DPW organized escorts

2  jurisdictions - state/county





email list worked well

Electricity supply – no knowledge of length



Passes

Of closure/power to gage generator use time













Email storm warnings










County website notices

Post Station Fire – this winter
Like to see

Passes for county roads (which requires staffing)
Identify  closure duration

Open Highway 2 from Clear Creek to Red Box









Who is point of contact user-admin?
Pre-notice of closures
Information – even if iffey
Pool resources (i.e., helicopters)
B. Post Station Fire – Winter access

· CalTrans - Hway 2  status LACanada /RedBox hope for 12/1/10 – major work Colby canyon

· FS  - Clear Creek/Chilao both centers anticipated to be open at times during the winter
· FS – 5 recreation patrols – hours of operation known and violators tend to misbehave after FS shift changes
· LA Cty Sheriffs – budget cuts fewer patrols

· FS - marked trees for clearance LaCanada to RedBox CalTrans removing

C. Forest Closure – no change in next few months

D. E. Permit Suspension – none on Mt W – need plans for long stays on Mt W if roads closed.

2A Mt Wilson Road Issues
After hours racing – With closure, the drifting seems to have died down.  Contact numbers -   CHP Dispatch 323 259 2050; FS dispatch 661 723 2703; LA Co Sheriffs  818 248 3464

RF Issues – numerous surveys LA County, FCC, ABC and Univision show different results . LA County hired Aurora, Video and Audio roads may/may not have XS radiation especially around AT&T building.  All reports could be sent to Mark Caddick LA County.

The Mt W circle road is clear and would be the road used for Mt Wilson Observatory

3A Status Reports and Emerging Issues
· Mt D - none

· Mt Harvard – FS gate leans difficult to close.
· West Fork - none

· Haramokngna –Corina living over winter – thank you party/celebration 11/14 katcalls@aol.com, redbirds_vision@hotmail.com. Everyone is invited.
· Mt Wilson Pavilion – Dave talked about lease expansion and the Cosmic Café.
· Toll road access - if emergency exit, need to inspect/maintain
· MtLowe/Mueller Tunnel – ERFO grant, money to come, expect repair summer2011

· RedBox Rd Rock Run – County will run at least twice a week, more if necessary.  Call Mark Caddick LA County for significant rocks fall to get runs scheduled.
· Upper Big Tujunga Road Resurfacing project starts today.
· SCE Video road project – Mt W - 2 sources of electricity RedBox to Mt W, Henninger Flats to Mt W, Toll rd SCE cables going underground.  Arizona Pipeline is SCE contractor and forecasts 100 days to complete.  They plan on having the road open at end of each workday.  Emergency access involves 2 hours to shut down equipment and make road passable. 24hr gate manager at Henninger Flats gate (LA County Fire 626 794 0675)

4A Forest Service status reports – not much change

Fire Safe Council -  Cathy gave status report on FSC Grant.  Due to the rules that the grants can not be used on FS lands, the State Fire Safe Council rescinded grant and reallocated grant to Meadows-Altadena FSC, Monrovia FSC and Chaney-Millard FSC   www.firesafecouncil.org
Forest Service plan will do fuel reduction on federal lands outside the permit or leased areas.  Order of work maybe 2 years targeting RedBox, Valley Forge, Mt W, Mt Harvard, High Hill – thinning of trees and removal of invasive plants.  Marking trees already started.  Big project starting winter with FS crews and hired crews.

LA County Fire/John Todd – State of CA inmates, crews up to one day a week from CKH , priorities RedBox, access roads and Mt Wilson.  LA County will take the lead on the permit/lease areas and private land.
LA County Fire/Jay Lopez 818 790 5783 marking trees on FS land then leased/private land eg Richland/metromedia/Mt Harvard.  Owners see Jay Lopez for LA Cty permit to clear trees.  Order of work is FS, leased and private.  Depends on weather up to 1 year project

5A Other items

Monthly meetings of DPW/CalTrans and FS with 11/3 the next meeting.
LA County Brett Brasseal - if mudflows close gates, anticipate stays at Mt Wilson.  Also, keep speeds down to the posted 15 mph as the road graders have 12’ blades.
Forest Recovery Projects – reforestation of Big T .  Presentation at Sunland tonight call Corina at 805 217 0264 for more info.
Meeting ended at noon
