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Immediate Permit Suspension for January 17-21 Storm Events

Dear Permittee:

As you know by now, the District and the Forest is expecting to experience a series of storm events next week starting as early as Sunday, January 17, 2010.  This series of events is predicted to consist of several storm fronts that will move through the Los Angeles area including the San Gabriel Mountains and could result in a total of over 8 inches of rain in the mountains.  On October 11, 2009, I issued a letter that put permittees on notice of the suspension of their permits in case of weather events that could pose a risk to health and safety.  This letter constitutes the official letter of suspension of your permit.  

I am suspending your Special Use Permits in the Big Tujunga Canyon effective Sunday, January 17, 2010 at 5 p.m.  I am suspending the permits pursuant to the Code of Federal Regulations (C.F.R.), specifically 36 C.F.R. 251.60(f) which states that “Immediate suspension of a special use authorization, in whole or in part, may be required when the authorized officer deems it necessary to protect the public health or safety or the environment.”  I have provided a copy of the C.F.R in previous letters regarding this subject.  With your permits suspended, you are not allowed into the area as public access to Big Tujunga Canyon is prohibited by Forest Order 01-09-08.

I based my decision to immediately suspend the Special Use Permits for the Big Tujunga Canyon for the following specific public health or safety or environmental issues.

The predicted series of storm events for this week of January has the potential for over 8 inches of rain to occur in the San Gabriel Mountains.  The National Weather Service has stated that a storm series like this hasn’t been seen in a couple of years.  The USGS has predicted massive uncontrolled water and sediment flows in the Big Tujunga Canyon resulting from the deteriorated watershed caused by the Station Fire of August-September, 2009.  The anticipated flash flooding and debris flows have the potential to jeopardize the health and safety of permittees by allowing them to remain in the areas under permit. 

This suspension will be reviewed once the storms have passed and the analyses of the effects of it, both short-term and long-term, are examined.  At this time, we do not know when we will start our area condition surveys to allow reentry.

I have reviewed the potential impacts to permittees and the public, and have determined that there are no impacts that outweigh protecting the safety of the public or permittees.  Since there are only two permits in the Big Tujunga Canyon that authorize the use of the cabins as a permanent residence, this immediate suspension should not cause any undue hardships.  There is no compelling reason to risk the health and safety of the permittees by allowing occupancy of the permitted areas in Big Tujunga Canyon.

My decision is subject to appeal pursuant to 36 C.F.R. 251, Subpart C (provided in previous letters).  Appeals must be filed with the Forest Supervisor within 45 days of the date of this letter.  Appeals may be sent to Forest Supervisor Jody Noiron, Angeles National Forest, 701 N. Santa Anita Ave., Arcadia, CA 91006-2799.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (818) 899-1900, extension 223.

Sincerely,

	/s/ Michael J. McIntyre

	

	MICHAEL J. MCINTYRE

	District Ranger
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